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most sympathetic attention of the government depart-
ment to which it is addressed. All complaints made by
prisoners against superiors are entered into a special
volume in the Director's office giving the date when
the complaint was filed. The complaint with all attend-
ant information about the prisoner making it must be
forwarded by the prison authorities to the government
department addressed not later than three days after
the filing of the complaint The prisoner is given a re-
ceipt for his communication properly numbered and
attested, so that he can refer to it in subsequent com-
munications. Friends and relatives of the inmate mak-
ing such complaint have the right to make inquiries
regarding the matter and to help speed the answer to
the prisoner's plea.
The Soviet government considers that in the matter
of making the prisoner articulate it has gone ahead of
every other country in the world. It therefore demands
of the prisoner, in view of the opportunities he has for
fearlessly asserting his rights in legal and orderly
form, that he refrain from committing any disturbances
in prison in order to call attention to real or fancied
wrongs. The calling of hunger strikes and the raising
of riots or near riots may bring dire consequences in
their wake. "The only way for the prisoner to conserve
his rights is to present an orderly complaint."
Following are among the more frequent complaints
made by Soviet prisoners against the prison authorities
and personnel: